Solar shines the way for Samford

Wednesday, 13 February 2008


Pine Rivers Climate Action Network’s Rebecca Stowe is overwhelmed but happy about the local demand for subsidised solar panels.

A local environmental group is hoping to promote Samford Valley as one of Queensland’s most environmentally savvy regions through the mass installation of renewable energy sources. 

The Pine Rivers Climate Action Network is endorsing the Solar Neighbourhoods scheme, a federally funded initiative designed to promote the use of green energy. 

Under the Solar Neighbourhoods scheme, 50 households situated within a 10km radius are able to install subsidised solar panels as part of a bulk purchasing arrangement. 

The renewable energy systems, a mini powerhouse comprising a power grid inverter and six 170-watt solar cells fixed to a house’s roof, normally retails for close to $10,000. 

Under the Solar Neighbourhoods scheme, a Federal Government rebate, the total cost to the householder is around $500, not including installation fees. 

An energy supplier then connects the system to the existing electricity grid. 

Pine Rivers CAN’s Rebecca Stowe, a Samsonvale resident and the Solar Neighbourhoods project manager, said public interest in the scheme had been “absolutely overwhelming”. 

Ms Stowe said word-of-mouth discussion about the plan, initiated by Wights Mountain sustainability advocate Howard Nielsen, had resulted in a sizeable waiting list of Samford, Mt Glorious and Dayboro residents wanting to have solar panels installed. 

She said more than 250 households had expressed interest in the unique scheme, believed to be one of the first community projects of its kind in the Greater Brisbane area. 

“The Samford region has a lot of people involved in the environment because it’s such a lovely area, and they are very enthusiastic about the take up of this offer,” Ms Stowe said. 

“Most people have expressed that they’ve wanted to invest in solar power but have been unable to afford it previously. 

“This is a way they can get started now.” 

The website of the Byron Bay-based company installing the solar power systems, Beyond Building Energy, says their systems help to reduce power bills by “at least $200” and save “at least 50 tonnes” of greenhouse gas emissions each year. 

Due to the positive public interest in the scheme, Pine Rivers CAN is hoping to establish at least five other “green energy neighbourhoods”. 

“We’re actually talking about getting more neighbourhoods up and running in the area, and we might have to find a company to put up the funding until the government comes up with the rebate funds,” she said. 

Ms Stowe said an energy company would be ideal to fill the funding shortfall in return for residents using them for their electricity service. 

Although the cost of the Solar Neighbourhoods offer will increase from $499 to $895 from 15 February, Ms Stowe said the subsidised solar panels were still “dirt cheap”. 

“I’ve looked into this privately and it (a solar power system) would cost at least $10,000,” she said. 

The nationwide Solar Neighbourhoods rebate scheme, launched last May by the Howard Government and which, is planned to last five years. 

