Solar power lights up Samford

Tuesday, 27 January 2009


Samford Valley resident Adrienne Hopkins is the first home owner to have solar panels affixed to their house’s roof as part of an innovative community-based renewable energy scheme.

A green energy scheme for households in the Samford area has been hailed a resounding success, despite means testing for government subsidies dimming the enthusiasm of some potential users.

The first of around 130 solar power systems was installed last week, heralding the start of one of the largest scale domestic solar energy projects in the country.

Samford Valley resident Adrienne Hopkins, the first home owner to have solar panels installed on her roof as part of the Samford Solar Neighbourhood project – at a cost of around $500 – said it was "very exciting" to see their electricity meter reversing as the sun does its work.

"We’re proud to be part of the new wave of people doing their bit to minimise the effects of climate change," she said. "If I could afford it I’d have my whole roof covered with solar panels so our home could be totally self-sufficient."

Mrs Hopkins "jumped at the chance" to take part in a renewable energy strategy that is "really in its infancy" in Australia.

"We (Australia) are really playing catch-up compared to countries like Germany, whose technology for solar and wind farms is more advanced than here, which is disappointing because we have much more sun than Germany does," she said.

"I’d like to see every house in Samford using solar energy as the technology becomes more affordable."

Samford Solar Neighbourhood project co-ordinator Howard Nielsen said the scheme had become a reality despite a Federal Government decision midway through 2008 to means test purchasers of the subsidised solar panels. 

More than 250 households expressed interest in the energy efficient initiative when it was unveiled last January, but only half are participating in the project.

He said plans were underway to expand the project, overseen by community environmental group the Pine Rivers Climate Action Network, in partnership with Byron Bay-based sustainable energy company Beyond Building Energy.

"We are currently negotiating a second stage of the project so that even more households can participate in this innovative scheme," Mr Nielsen said.

Mr Nielsen said as well as reducing the use of power from coal-fired electricity grids, solar power could reduce yearly household energy costs by up to $300.

