Solar Panels - A great start
The Pine Rivers Climate Action Network (CAN) is proposing that Samford Valley residents take advantage of a practical initiative to tackle climate change at the same time as they reduce their energy costs.
The availability of cheap solar panels provided under a bulk ordering Solar Neighbourhoods scheme is being co​ordinated by newly formed community group the Pine Rivers CAN. This will propel the Samford Valley into being one of the first Queensland areas for Solar Neighbourhoods using affordable renewable energy.
Households joining Solar Neighbourhoods in Samford Valley can install their own mini​-powerhouse of 1 KW Photovoltaic Cells with inverters that enable families to cover significant power costs and perhaps even sell excess power back into the grid.
"The total cost to the householder is only the $500 or so installation fee with the remaining costs covered by current Government subsidies." said Samford resident, sustainability advocate and Pine Rivers CAN member Howard Nielsen. The supplier covers the significant up front cost that later gets paid by subsidy and is able to provide an overall economically viable deal due to the bulk supply to communities. Installation fees may vary by $30-100 depending on access to properties and roofs.
A Solar Neighbourhood comprises 50 households in a local area. Significant cost savings are available through the Solar Neighbourhood approach in which a container load of solar equipment is delivered and installed in bulk.
CAN's Rebecca Stowe will be the Solar Neighbourhoods project manager in Samford and she has organised an information evening. Rebecca says that Pine Rivers CAN strongly advocates initiatives like this because the Solar Neighbourhood model has a role in building more sustainable local communities.
Residents interested in signing up to be in the first Samford batch of Solar Neighbourhoods should email Rebecca on stowe63@aapt.net.au and/or attend the Solar Neighbourhoods Information Evening. Word of mouth has already 'signed-up' a significant number of people in Mt Glorious and Samford so residents will need to respond quickly to the first-come-first-served offer.
For more information:
Howard Nielsen (Ph: 0407 190 162) and Rebecca Stowe (Ph: 3289 9996) 
 
Solar Neighbourhoods Information Evening
Come and find out about being in the Solar Neighbourhood in Samford Valley.
Venue: CWA Hall, Main Street Samford
Date: Wednesday, 13 February
Time: 7pm-9pm
 
Reply: To Rebecca Stowe on stowe63@aapt.net.au by 7 February.
 
This is a free information evening sponsored by the Pine Rivers Climate Action Network. Refreshments will be provided.
 
