OCTOBER  NEWS – Pine Rivers Climate Action Network
Hi there PR CAN Supporters,

Making better choices does not always have to be a battle between a little devil on one shoulder and an angel on the other. Being aware of issues of concern is the first step, followed by weighing these up on your personal morality scales. How important is organically produced food versus food miles? 

Many factors need to be taken into account in our attempts to live more sustainably. Luckily, the Green Street website makes it a little easier to regularly assess our choices and look at the trends of our household actions over a period of time. More and more households (and businesses) around Brisbane are signing up to have a go at being more sustainable, so go online to www.greenstreet.net.au this month and see if the voice of that little (green) angel on your shoulder can win the argument with the little devil on the other.
Thank you also to Pine Rivers CAN members who participated in and assisted with the following events during September –

· Samford Valley Green Street Schools Challenge

· Film Screening of Dirt – the Movie at the new Samford Tennis Club, and to Isabella and John from Weekend Workshops for putting the movie on for us.
Your support is greatly appreciated and we look forward to your continued assistance and encouragement with our work in the community.

Remember, every step towards sustainability counts, and together we can make a difference!
Enjoy,
Kirsten Kennedy, Co-ordinator, Pine Rivers CAN
Renewable is Do-able!
Sustainable is Attainable!
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Green Street – students take on the challenge!
The Samford Valley Green Street Schools Challenge has seen students from four schools in the region in the race to see how many households can sign up for to the Green Street website www.greenstreet.net.au by 30 September. 
We are pleased to announce that Mt Nebo State School had the highest rate of families sign up to Green Street. Congratulations to Principal Mick Lawrance, staff, students and their families for positively promoting more sustainable living in their school community. For their tremendous efforts, they receive $250 for reaching over 50% of families signing up, and a further $500 for having the highest percentage out of the four schools involved in the challenge.

Second highest in the sign up stakes was the Samford Valley Steiner School, who hosted a special assembly on 10 September with Minister for Education and Member for Ferny Grove Mr Geoff Wilson among the speakers to encourage students to think about their roles in the future of our world.

Thank you to staff, students and the families from Mt Nebo State School, The Samford Valley Steiner School, Mt Samson State School and Samford State School who participated in the challenge. The Green Street Team looks forward to seeing how you can use the knowledge you’ve gained in the wider community and into the future.

While the challenge to sign up to Green Streets was a bit of friendly competition between the schools, the benefits of using the website as a sustainability tracking tool continues far into the future. Households who update their Green Street Score each month can gain a valuable insight into the usage patterns of electricity, water, waste, transport and more. And with guidelines on how to make improvements in these areas, the Green Street website is an easy to navigate and useful way to have a go at being more sustainable. Don’t forget to tell your friends and neighbours about it too!
The website is a great online tool to help reduce your carbon footprint and connect with others in the community to share your sustainability stories. Have you signed on yet? Be sure to join or create a group in your area so that you can create truly “green streets” in your neighbourhood. 
Politicians' self-interest will drive climate action 

Article by Emily Mulligan from The Age, 28 September 2010 
It's been a tough year for those of us committed to tackling the climate crisis. The previous government tried fruitlessly to legislate for an emissions trading scheme, while the tragic floods in Pakistan, record heat waves in Europe, and steadily melting ice in the arctic all hint at what life in a warming world could look like.

Still, even as one who approaches politics with a healthy dose of realism, I'm optimistic that we are turning a corner in the effort to cut the carbon dioxide emissions that are driving climate change.

First, while it may seem incomprehensible that our leaders would sit idly by while study after study made it clear beyond a reasonable doubt that the climate was changing, and that the burning of fossil fuels was responsible for it, we know that politicians, being politicians, act more frequently out of self-interest than they do out of common interest.

And so one must greet the announcement this week that Prime Minister Julia Gillard will herself chair a committee specifically dedicated to tackle climate change, by acknowledging the possibility that what is good for politicians is finally starting to align with what is good for the planet.

This assertion is supported by a new political reality that has the Greens enjoying more leverage in parliament than at any point in history, as well as a recent Australian Conservation Foundation poll  that shows more than 80 per cent of Australians want the new government to rapidly invest in clean energy alternatives such as wind, solar and geothermal. (Incidentally the poll showed that regional Australians are even more enthusiastic than those from cities about the switch to renewable power, dispelling an age-old myth about a rural-urban divide when it comes to cutting carbon.)

It is truism in politics that those in power, even the ones we think are on our side, don't change, maybe can't change, unless we make them.

Fortunately, the numbers are beginning to look like we are on the cusp of what the fight to tackle climate change needed all along, not more data about how gases were dangerously accumulating in the atmosphere, or tired old laments about the uselessness of politicians, but a movement of people, young and old, rural and urban, that won't take no for an answer. Former prime minister Kevin Rudd certainly learned the hazard of opposing an idea whose time has come.

And so at 350.org we're working with people from all walks of life, from across Australia and across the world, to empower and amplify the voice of the climate movement through the power of the internet.

Last October, we organised 5200 rallies in 182 countries in what CNN called "the most widespread day of political action in the planet's history", to support the goal of stabilising carbon dioxide in the atmosphere below 350 parts per million. You can see the energy of the movement in the 20,000 photos that streamed into our Flickr set over the day.

Our latest effort is the 10/10 Global Work Party. Working with the 10:10 campaign and many others, we are co-ordinating what is expected to be the largest practical day of action to fight climate change in history on October 10. From women in Pakistan learning to cook with solar ovens, to sumo wrestlers in Japan riding their bicycles to work, to villagers in Fiji restoring mangroves damaged by Cyclone Tomas, people are getting to work on climate solutions and sending the message to world leaders while they're at it: "We're doing our work, what about you?"

Scores of events are planned in Australia as well. For example, in Victoria, hundreds will be gathering outside the Hazelwood power plant, calling on their leaders to close one of the industrialised world's dirtiest and most inefficient coal-burning facilities. At Macquarie University, students will plant carbon-gobbling trees and share ideas on how to go green. In Townsville, folks are focusing on how permaculture can help alleviate the climate crisis.

Of course, this isn't enough. No person or country or leader can solve the crisis alone. But I'm optimistic that in Australia, even if the evidence that the world is coming to end isn't enough to spur our politicians to act on climate change, the reality that their careers will come to end if they don't, finally will.

Emily Mulligan is Australian national director of 350.org, which is creating a global movement to combat the climate crisis.
Source: http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/politics/politicians-selfinterest-will-drive-climate-action-20100928-15vh8.html 
Sustainable Shopping = Reducing Your Carbon Footprint
By Kirsten Kennedy
It is simple science that every action has an equal and opposite reaction. What is not so simple are the implications for our planet of the every day decisions we make about the things we buy. The fact is that every time we buy something, the money we spend endorses the actions of a company and its activities, whether we are aware of it or not – and whether we like it or not.

Our dollar can be a powerful vote – for or against companies who are responsible for illegal logging, unsustainable palm oil production, animal testing, genetic engineering, human rights abuses, and more. Weighing up these issues when it comes to our favourite brands can be a challenge, not to mention issues closer to home such as Australian ownership, food miles, organic and chemical free farming practices, reduced packaging, and use of recycled materials.
The company behind the brand is not always easy to find. And its ethical track record can be even murkier. Pantry staples such as pasta are a good example. Nanda, Vetta, San Remo and Zafarelli are made by Australian owned companies with good ethical track records, according to The Guide to Ethical Supermarket Shopping by the not-for-profit network The Ethical Consumer Group. But when it comes to pasta sauces, brands like Maggi (owned by Nestle) or Dolmio (owned by Mars) have less than clean track records with involvement in child labour, animal testing, and palm oil supply chain (www.ethical.org.au). 
As consumers we are in a powerful position – but it is our responsibility to make a conscious decision to change our behaviour and make a concrete change in our lives. Starting with small changes like the decision to support Australian made products over imported items will reduce you’re the distance your new purchase has travelled which cuts greenhouse gas emissions through transport. Choosing organic produce cuts greenhouse gas emissions through avoiding pesticides and fertilisers derived from fossil fuels. 
The Guide to Ethical Supermarket Shopping is a fantastic pocket sized addition to your reuseable shopping bags (and a bargain at only $6), but the most valuable things you can take with you are your brain and your eyes! Read labels, be aware, and tell others what you have learnt. Perhaps some of the hints below can help with making better choices at the checkout and support businesses doing the right thing by our planet.
1. Ask, “Do I need it?” Avoid unnecessary consumption. About 80% of all saleable products end up as waste, on average, within just six months. Make a preferred shopping list and keep to it. (From The Guide to Ethical Supermarket Shopping)
2. Make a lasting change. Celebrate good choices and make them a habit. Once you’ve found a best buy, remember it and move onto the next product. Share your discoveries by letting the related companies know, via letter or email, of the choices you have made. (From The Guide to Ethical Supermarket Shopping)

3. Avoid the supermarkets and the multi-nationals and support your local independent grocer, farmers market, wholefood store or food co-op. You can often buy in bulk here, reducing the need for packaging, as well as finding fresh, seasonal and locally produced items that support the local economy.
4. Support a farmer by ordering your fresh produce through Food Connect or Aussie Farm Direct  for truly fresh food from paddock to your plate. 

5. For thoseof you with limited space who want to grow some of your own food, consider a small aquaponics arrangement where a garden bed and edible fish production system can take pride of place on a balcony or patio. For more on aquaponics, go to http://www.aquaponics.net.au/aqua1/ 
6. Beyond the supermarket, our choices can be a little harder. Do your research before you spend, by visiting Climate Counts http://www.climatecounts.org/scorecard_overview.php for a scorecard of companies and how they rate in terms of impact on the climate. The 0-100 point scale determines whether companies have: 

· MEASURED their climate "footprint"

· REDUCED their impact on global warming

· SUPPORTED (or suggest intent to block) progressive climate legislation

· Publicly DISCLOSED their climate actions clearly and comprehensively

Essentially, these 6 steps boils down to the simple mantra of refuse, reduce, re-use and recycle. 
So make wise choices and we can all reap the rewards of a cleaner environment.
Brisbane launch of a national 100% Renewable Energy Plan 
Beyond Zero Emissions will host the Brisbane launch of the Zero Carbon Australia Stationary Energy Plan on 27 Oct 6 – 8pm at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre as part of the World Congress for Engineering and Asset Management. 
Event features:

Welcome and MC: Professor Ian Lowe AO, Emeritus Professor of Science, Technology and Society at Griffith University and President of the Australian Conservation Foundation

· Larissa Waters, Federal Senator Elect for QLD

· John Daley, CEO Grattan Institute

· Professor Mike Sandiford, Director Melbourne Energy Institute

· Matthew Wright, Executive Director Beyond Zero Emissions

More speakers/panellists to be announced...

The plan is the culmination of over 12 months and thousands of hours of pro bono work by scores of engineers, scientists and postgraduate students. The plan is a collaboration between the climate solutions think tank Beyond Zero Emissions, and the University of Melbourne Energy Institute.  This plan is unique in Australia. It has been put together in a collaborative way involving over 50 technical experts.
It is a detailed and costed blueprint for transitioning our stationary energy sector to 100% renewable energy in ten years. The technologies utilised in this plan are commercially available now.
The plan suggests spending $370B over 10 years including around 60% solar thermal, 40% wind and some biomass investment.

The Brisbane launch is a unique opportunity for those in government, a variety of industries, the ethical finance sector, academia and community sustainability groups to see the opportunities that exist for a clean energy future for our nation.

Book your tickets now! RSVP online at http://zcabrisbanelaunch.eventbrite.com/ 
Check out the comments from international experts applauding the report at the website:

Zero Carbon Australia 2020 (ZCA), an initiative of Beyond Zero Emissions.The plan outlines a blueprint for the transition to a decarbonised Australian economy by 2020. 
or

http://www.energy.unimelb.edu.au/uploads/ZCA2020_Stationary_Energy_Report_v1.pdf
Guide to solar panels

Due to the success of our Samford Solar Neighbourhood Scheme in 2008/2009, we often get inquiries about installing solar panels. See below for a link to an article from G Magazine that runs through what to expect and how to go about buying solar panels.

Solar panels have the ultimate green credentials, and gone are the days when you needed to pay tens of thousands of dollars to catch the sun. 
Click here for a comprehensive article on choosing the best solar panel system for you… >

The White House is going solar- like fo' real 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iMUnrmqM-z3tMC3a3JZRFIqrJKHQD9ILFH9G1?docId=D9ILFH9G1

Although its just a gesture- it's the right one! 


Let's get Julia to follow suit! http://putsolaron.it/the-lodge/
Just this week 350.org reached a major milestone: every single state and territory in Australia will have an event for 10/10. 

It's not just Australia--the truly global nature of this movement becomes apparent when you read about President Nasheed of the Maldives installing solar panels on his roof to kick off the day of action, and now even President Obama. 

Or when you read that over 300 universities in China and India have entered into the Great Power Race to install clean energy on their campuses.   

Or when you read that not only will the 10,000th seedling be planted in Emerald, Victoria, but that school children from Kabul, Afghanistan are aiming for the same thing. In Eastern Europe thousands of schools have been recruited to plant trees for 10/10/10.  

Join in the 350 global day of action 

Help cut atmospheric concentrations of CO2 to below 350 parts per million by hosting or participating in an event that reduces global warming in your community. When? 10/10/10. Where? Wherever you are. Why? To cool the planet.  Find an event near you here.
QR National faces problems in long haul 

Article by PADDY MANNING In Sydney Morning Herald                                                   September 25, 2010 

We don't get to analyse fancy, clean-tech floats in Australia. We get to talk about tough floats like QR National, the country's biggest coal hauler.

Ads for the $5 billion offer promise investors can be ''part of something big''. A big problem, that is. In 2007 a NASA climate scientist, James Hansen, likened coal trains to ''death trains - no less gruesome than if they were boxcars headed to crematoria, loaded with uncountable irreplaceable species''.

Emotive, perhaps, but you can understand why QR National's chief executive, Lance Hockridge, shied away from an interview about climate change this week as he shopped the biggest float of the year.

Last year QR carted almost 200 million tonnes of black coal, or roughly two-thirds of our annual exports by volume.

Through his PR people, Hockridge's message is clear: QR expects continued growth in Australian coal exports in line with forecasts from the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics. And he has nothing to say about what that means for the climate, or the possibility that world action to limit global warming might reduce demand for QR's services.

But hey, rail freight's green! So goes the spin.

It's a case study in the complete separation of two realities: daily reality for the energy industry and daily reality for those working on climate policy.

One industry source reckons that's ''absolutely right … they are separate worlds. Everyone's all for zero pollution but at a basic level, food and energy, you want to have that first before you necessarily start worrying about what's going on with climate policy, particularly with all the politics and nebulousness around it all.''

Too true. It's beyond this column to work out quickly just how much of the globe's remaining carbon budget will be used up by the coal QR expects to haul from mine to port. It will be worth checking any mention of climate in the ''risks'' bit of QR's prospectus, when it comes out in a fortnight.

Basically, QR's business model - predicated on an expansion of coal exports - is fundamentally inconsistent with effective action on climate change. Or is it?

Last week Professor Ross Garnaut, author of Australia's 2008 Climate Change Review, told ABC Radio he thought world coal demand would peak before 2020 unless carbon capture and storage (CCS) - or some other use for massive carbon dioxide emissions - succeeds.

Garnaut is not pessimistic about CCS being commercially viable at scale in the right locations. But the Chinese want their demand for coal to peak before 2020, and while he admits that's ''not a certainty'', Garnaut thinks there are ''reasonable prospects of China achieving objectives along these lines''.

''China over recent years and in the years immediately ahead represents a large majority of the global growth in coal use, and with other developed countries seeking to reduce total emissions absolutely by substantial amounts, such a change in trajectory in China would be likely to be associated with a peaking over the next decade in global coal use.''

Investors want a growth story. If the idea gets about that coal demand might peak within a decade, it could seriously weaken demand for QR shares.

Media reports this week, based on figures supplied by the investment banks promoting the float, forecast QR's earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation would increase 22 per cent in 2011-12, to $1.1 billion. About 40 per cent of those earnings - a lot - would come from coal haulage.

Energy consultants Wood Mackenzie expect a 60 per cent increase in Australia's total coal exports (both thermal and metallurgical coal) to 2020, above current levels, from identifiable existing mines and new projects, in line with producers' expectations. The majority of the growth is in Queensland.

Coal supply research analyst Steve Hulton says his firm sees no peak in coal demand before 2025, and that forecasting becomes difficult beyond that date. That outlook is reflected in still-strong prices for both coking and thermal coal - even if they have come off their peaks of a couple of years ago, they are historically high.

Possibly Garnaut and Wood Mackenzie are both right. The peak demand for high-quality Australian coal could come later than the peak in world coal demand. An effective global climate mitigation effort could even drive demand for Australian coal, if it saw the shutdown of dirtier coalmines around the world.

Says Garnaut: ''Australian export coal tends to be of relatively high quality (low emissions per unit of energy, or of steel production in the case of coking coal), and in a world of economically efficient mitigation of climate change, it is possible that Australia's sales of coal would increase, perhaps substantially, in a world of static or declining coal use. Note that the Australian share of China's coal use has increased dramatically over the past several years, in response to Chinese authorities taking action to reduce environmental damage from use of low quality coals … There would be a tendency of this kind in a world that was co-operating in climate change mitigation, and in which Australian policies were respected as making proportionate contributions to the global mitigation effort.''

Would the rest of the world agree to shut down their dirty coalmines and pay a premium to buy coal from us? Sounds a long shot. Like having our cake and eating it.

Garnaut is well aware of the downside risk - he has previously pictured an alternative, ad hoc ''messy world'' in which importing countries implement domestic mitigation measures in a protectionist way. ''The easiest coal to cut out would be imported coal,'' he says.

Sounds more likely. QR's spokeswoman argues that the majority of the company's coal freight is metallurgical coal. It is often assumed that there is no alternative to coking coal for steelmaking. But the CSIRO's Minerals Down Under flagship has a brilliant ''CO2 breakthrough'' pilot program under way, part-funded by OneSteel and BlueScope Steel, to cut emissions from steelmaking in half by replacing at least 20 per cent of the coking coal used with biochar. Life-cycle modelling still under wraps found the process is almost cost-effective now and would be attractive with a carbon price of $20-30 a tonne. The program is seeking $15-20 million to build a demonstration plant.

They should get it, because there are multiple benefits: mallee plantings to generate biomass feedstock can help rehabilitate vast salinity-affected land areas; production of the biochar generates significant quantities of biofuels and heat for conversion to electricity. And of course emissions go down. In theory, biochar could be a replacement for coking coal.

Steelmaking globally generates a staggering 2 billion tonnes of CO2 emissions a year. 

Alternatives like aluminium and titanium are far more emissions-intensive. The World Steel Association's own CO2 breakthrough program also aims to cut steelmaking emissions in half and in Europe and Japan hundreds of millions of dollars are being spent on research. World Steel ranked its members' programs for impact and how long they'd take to implement, and CSIRO's programs ranked very highly. An export opportunity beckons.

Or we could load up on QR stock and bet the world does nothing.

Source” http://www.smh.com.au/business/qr-national-faces-problems-in-long-haul-20100924-15qjb.html   

What do you think? Send us your views for the November issue of the PR CAN newsletter, or better yet, let the media know by writing to the editor of The Courier Mail, The Sydney Morning Herald, The Australian, your local newspaper or YOUR STATE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. Let your voice be heard!!!

QEAN Convenor Nominations Open 2010-2011
Queensland Environmental Activist Network is looking for a passionate person to work with uni students to support Environmental Activism on campuses!

Have you ever thought about doing more with your love for the earth and playing an important role that supports and inspires people to action? 
Right now, the Qld Environmental Activist Network is looking for an individual or a group of people to step up into the network convening role between Nov 2010- Nov 2011. More about QEAN and the position attached, or download it at http://tinyurl.com/qeanconvenor. 

For the last couple of years, the network has been without formal co-ordination, but they've had loads of people help out run events, fundraisers and training camps, and generally make student environmental organising in Qld grow stronger. There's now loads of energy for building QEAN, and there's never been a better time to take on a convening role within a network of groups that want to engage and help out! 

There’s already been some interest in people taking on the role within a group, so if you're keen to do convening as part of a group, don't hesitate to nominate and let them know this is what you'd like to do. This year, there is a $5000 stipend to help support nominees to focus on the role a couple days a week and really make the most of it. 

To nominate for the position, please send a couple of paragraphs to Steve Skitmore at Australian Student Environment Network at steve@asen.org.au or 0401 766 903 by October 30th outlining your experience/passion, your ideas/hopes for the role and how you would prefer to do convening (on your own, in a group, with particular people).
Calling all backyard scientists, bird watchers and bush walkers - help scientists address climate change.

Calling all backyard scientists, bird watchers and bushwalkers to collect information and help

scientists address the challenges of climate change.

Earthwatch, a not-for-profit conservation organisation, is calling on all Australian’s to get their

hands dirty by observing nature from their own backyard, local park or bushland and

recording information online at www.climatewatch.org.au
ClimateWatch is an Australia-wide initiative involving over 80 different species from plants, to

birds, frogs, mammals and reptiles. The species have been specifically chosen by scientists

to bridge the information gap and better understand how climate change is affecting our

natural environment.

Andy Donnelly, Earthwatch Science Director says, “We're looking for those subtle shifts in

the timing of natural cycles across the country such as the falling of leaves or the migration

of birds.

“There are lots of things that bushwalkers and birdwatchers notice in nature that never get

recorded, so we are encouraging them and anybody else to take part."

A similar program in the UK was launched over a decade ago and has now recorded its 3

millionth observation. Climatewatch.org.au is aiming for hundreds of thousands of

observations to be recorded so that it becomes Australia’s leading data resource for

environmental scientists studying the effects of climate change.

Dr Lynda Chambers, Bureau of Meteorology, says “In 2007 the Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change reported there were 29,000 data sets around the world showing how plants

and animals were responding to the changing climate. Only 6 were from Australia. We need

more data.”

Andy Donnelly, Earthwatch Science Director, says “ClimateWatch is something everyone in

Australia can get involved in whether it’s on the way to work, with a group of friends or in the

backyard.”

To become a Climatewatcher register at www.climatewatch.org.au
For people who would like to learn more about conservation and work directly with a scientist

and a team of volunteers on the ground, contact Earthwatch 03 9682 6828 or visit

www.earthwatch.org.au
Upcoming Events Around Brisbane…

Tim Flannery - Here on Earth: A Sustainable Future

Monday 11 October, 6:30PM - Brisbane Powerhouse, Powerhouse Theatre

Tim Flannery discusses his latest book Here on Earth, exploring our true relationship with the planet on which our biological, economic and cultural futures depend. 

Duration 1 hr, No Interval.  A 10% discount is also available for  group bookings of 10+ purchased at the same time (one discount only) Purchase tickets through Brisbane Powerhouse online, at http://www.brisbanepowerhouse.org/events/view/tim-flannery-here-on-earth-a-sustainable-future/ or call 3358 8600.

“Greencliffe Day” Expo

Help the Redcliffe Youth Space launch Greencliffe Day and “be part of the solution for a greener Redcliffe”.

A FREE family fun day with an environmental twist – Prizes, Rides, Food, Info Stalls, Activities and Great Entertainment for everyone!

When? Saturday October 30 11am to 2pm

Where? The Redcliffe Youth Space on the corners of Anzac & Oxley Avenues in Redcliffe

Protecting the environmental beauty of our community is everyone’s business.

Telephone: 3283 8769 Email: info@redcliffeyouthspace.org 
Greening Your Business

ClimateSmart Business Clusters – Expressions of Interest Close 17 November
The ClimateSmart Business Cluster Program helps Queensland small and medium business lower greenhouse gas emissions, save on energy, water, materials and waste, and reduce business costs.
Since the program commenced in 2009, 60 Clusters consisting of over 1000 businesses from Brisbane to Cairns and out to Longreach, have participated. Business Clusters provide a forum for business groups to work together, grow and conduct business in cleaner ways. A Cluster Leader will motivate, improve knowledge and assist participants to reduce business costs by improving eco-efficiency.
Funding of $10,000 is available for approved clusters. If you are interested in finding out more about becoming a Cluster Leader read the fact sheet or email the Clusters team at business.clusters@derm.qld.gov.au.
ClimateSmart Business Associations –Expressions of Interest Close 8 October

The ClimateSmart Business Associations provides funding of up to $80,000 for industry associations and business groups to lead their Queensland membership to achieve higher levels of environmental performance and sustainability. Further information can be found in the Expression of Interest Form. The closing date for expressions of interest is 8 October 2010.
Managing Environmental Sustainability for Competitiveness –October
As part of the Enterprise Connect Program, The University of Southern Queensland’s Australian Centre for Sustainable Business and Development (ACSB), with the support of Sustainable Industries, are holding a series of FREE workshops throughout Queensland aimed at improving business performance through sustainable practices. 
The workshops will be held at USQ campuses in Toowoomba, Brisbane and Hervey Bay during October. To find out more information or register to attend a workshop, visit the ACSB’s website.
 
Re-tooling for Climate Change – Apply anytime
Applications for AusIndustry’s Re-tooling for Climate Change funding program can be submitted at any time (program closes June 2012) and are assessed on a regular basis. The program provides grants of between $10,000 and $500,000 to help small and medium sized Australian manufacturers reduce their environmental footprint, through projects that improve the energy and/or water efficiency of their production processes. Further details. 
PR CAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2010

	MONTH
	EVENT

	OCTOBER
	Launch Green Xmas Campaign – 2010 brochure in local libraries this month

	NOVEMBER
	Film Night (Earth: The Movie) + Swap Shop

	DECEMBER
	End of Year Meal and informal review

	JANUARY 2011
	We are now discussing possible events – your contributions are valuable!
Please let us know what kind of events you would like to attend or be involved with.


About Pine Rivers Climate Action Network

"Pine Rivers CAN!" is a Climate Action Network started by a group of concerned local residents who are passionate about taking real and effective action on climate change. 

Pine Rivers CAN is 'acting locally' with residents, schools and businesses, to raise awareness of climate change and create a sustainable future for the world, starting at home. 

Helping residents to live more sustainably is what the network is all about, especially by promoting energy efficiency and supporting renewable green power options, as well as promoting material efficiency through reducing, reusing and recycling. 

We won't be holding formal meetings in 2010 but will be having lots of events and activities.  If you would like to get involved please contact us. We'd love to hear from you!
Contact Kirsten Kennedy by phone 0418 870 060 or (07) 3889 1634 

or email pineriversCAN@gmail.com
or visit our website www.pineriversCAN.org
We encourage you to forward this email to those in your address book who may benefit from our message about more sustainable living.
Please let us know if you wish to be taken off our email list, 
but be absolutely assured that we appreciate each and every supporter who takes the time to be informed, particularly those who go the extra mile and speak, write and educate.










