November NEWS – Pine Rivers Climate Action Network

Hi there PR CAN Supporters,

October saw the arrival of our latest PRCAN member.  Caitlin Jaye Kennedy was born on Thursday 14 October 2010 weighing 3370g (7lb 7oz).  She has already attended her first event, sleeping peacefully through the very successful Zero Carbon Australia launch.  Could she become Queensland’s first Green premier?  Certainly she was more popular at the launch than our current premier. 

With this week’s announcement of the go-ahead of Coal Seam Gas projects in Queensland, Jason Spotswood’s article is very timely.  There is a special screening of the documentary Gasland this Monday which is well worth seeing.  Don’t worry if you miss it this time as it is released nationally on November 16th.
PRCAN is having another film night later this month with a showing of the beautiful movie “Earth” (venue and date to be announced soon). We will also be running a Swap Shop after the movie, so bring along some good books, DVDs, ornaments, clothes or household goods to swap.  You may even find some great Christmas gifts.   

Enjoy this month’s issue,

Lesley Hughes, 
Secretary/Treasurer/IT Support, 
Pine Rivers CAN

Renewable is Do-able!

Sustainable is Attainable!
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Gasland

By Jason Spotswood PRCAN Supporter
We are about to experience a new resource boom throughout Australia as untapped gas reserves are being discovered, even in relatively resource poor states such as NSW. Gas has long been held up as a green clean burning fuel. When simply looking at the burning of this fossil fuel, the claim is correct. However it is the extraction and transportation of gas which can blemish its clean burn image.

The gas boom being experienced throughout Australia involves exploiting coal seam gas or gas from similar deposits such as shale. The gas is extracted by drilling deep into the earth until the reserve is reached. When this process is used in conjunction with a new coal mine, or an existing one, it is a highly beneficial process. As instead of the gas being vented into the air, it is captured and later burned off in a more useful manner. A win-win situation.

However when a plethora of companies realise the amount of money to be made from extracting gas anywhere they possibly can, using any means they have at their disposal, then problems can and do occur. The most frightening thing of all is the push to extract gas from some of our best food producing lands in Queensland. There have already been cases of ground water contamination in wells around Kingaroy. Yet even after that company was shut down, more are waiting in the wings (http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/environment/miner-wont-drill-under-kingaroy-houses-20100726-10siz.html). Most recently Origin stopped its coal seam drilling operations in the Hunter Valley after toxic chemicals were found in the water (http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/environment/energy-smart/origin-stops-coal-seam-gas-drilling-after-chemicals-found-in-water-20101020-16ud7.html). 

Assuming well drilling operations go smoothly, it is reasonable for there to be holding ponds which contain salt water extracted as part of the process. Even something as simple as salt water can have devastating impacts to soil and the life it supports. But when undisclosed toxic chemicals are put down an oil well in a process know as "fracking", the consequences are far too often disturbing. See http://gaslandthemovie.com/whats-fracking for more information about the process.

The recent documentary called Gasland exposed some of the contamination which has been taking place in the U.S. by various gas extraction companies. Side affects of the drilling operations range from the bizarre, where people can set light to their drinking water, to the morbid, where people's health deteriorates (this has included cases of people dying). While the documentary has spurred greater awareness of the dangers of gas extraction using fracking type technologies, Australian state governments continue to allow similar types of gas exploration.

Given the huge impact to ground water reserves, you have to question why governments would allow this anywhere people rely on these reserves. Even more poignant; why they would consider allowing exploration in major food producing areas which could devastate the food supply for millions of people. As Australia is the driest inhabited continent in the world, we can scarcely afford to risk our limited water reserves, not to mention some of our best food producing regions. Particularly as the gas production is largely for the export market.

So if you find this gold rush for gas extraction in the least bit disturbing, please make sure you contact your state government, and let them know your concerns. Let's make sure that this technology is proven in areas without usable ground water on land not producing food, before considering it for other areas.

For those people interested in seeing the Gasland documentary, it will be showing at the Palace Centro on James Street in New Farm. The director Josh Fox will be doing a Q&A at the end of the film. See below for more details. As well the website http://www.gasland.com.au/ keeps track of news articles relating to the burgeoning coal seam-esque projects.

Jason Spotswood.

Gasland - The Movie (followed by a Q & A session with the director Josh Fox hosted by ABC Radio's Steve Austin)
November 8, 2010 from 6pm to 8pm – Palace Centro, James St, New Farm 

On the heels of the recent controversy surrounding the Kingaroy gasification plant comes this provocative doco, providing a timely insight into just how bad things can get. 

After a gas company offers $100,000 for the rights to drill for natural gas on his property, filmmaker Josh Fox decides to do a little investigating.
Hitting the road, Fox travels across 32 states to meets residents who have accepted this same offer and discovers toxic streams, ruined aquifers, dying livestock and brutal illnesses.

Recalling Michael Moore's Roger & Me in its surreal and comedic approach to a disturbing subject, Gasland is a reminder that some things are more valuable than money.
Winner of the Special Jury Prize at Sundance.
"Blends terrifying facts... with a personal and refreshingly absurd take on the whole rotten mess." – Hot Docs Film Festival

See more details and RSVP on Brisbane Transition Hub:

http://brisbanetransitionhub.ning.com/events/event/show?id=2879470%3AEvent%3A15391&xgi=48OnYgZpOXF0qp&xg_source=msg_invite_event
The movie will also be screening from November 18th at the Palace Barracks cinema, 61 Petrie Terrace, Brisbane.
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/cinemas/barracks/ 
Zero Carbon Australia 2020 Launch – 27th October, Brisbane 

This event launched the internationally acclaimed Zero Carbon Australia Stationary Energy Plan by Beyond Zero Emissions in partnership with the Melbourne Energy Institute to a packed venue.  The event was a great success.

The MC was Professor Ian Lowe AO, Emeritus Professor of Science, Technology and Society at Griffith University and President of the Australian Conservation Foundation who kept the proceedings moving along well and with his rather dry wit kept us all entertained.
The panellists were

• Matthew Wright, Executive Director Beyond Zero Emissions
• Dr Luis Crespo, General Secretary Protermasolar, Spain
• John Daley, CEO Grattan Institute think tank and leading Australian strategist
• Prof Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, UQ Global Change Institute
• Prof Mike Sandiford, Melbourne Energy Research Institute
• Klaus Langer, CEO Latronics Qld (major event sponsor)
• Prof John Bell, Assistant Dean, Research, Faculty of Built, Environment and Engineering QUT
• Larissa Waters, federal senator elect for Queensland
• Anna Bligh, Queensland Premier

The plan is the culmination of over 12 months and thousands of hours of pro bono work by scores of engineers, scientists and postgraduate students. The plan is a collaboration between the climate solutions think tank Beyond Zero Emissions, and the University of Melbourne Energy Institute.  This plan is unique in Australia.  It has been put together in a collaborative way involving over 50 technical experts.  The plan outlines how, with currently available “off the peg” solutions, Australia could transition to a Zero Carbon economy by 2020.

Disappointingly, despite the venue being packed and the attendance of the premier, the event did not receive much media coverage.  Where were the local TV news stations for such an important event?
The premier spoke at the event.  She highlighted what Queensland is currently doing to reduce its carbon footprint (not a lot).  Contradicting herself somewhat, she assured us that “the public” will not like the estimated $8 per week cost per household to implement the plan, but that the take-up of Solar Energy schemes (hot water and power) has vastly exceeded the government’s estimates, despite it still involving considerable personal expense.  Unfortunately Ms Bligh left immediately after her speech so missed much of the serious discussion of the plan.    
A great event - congratulations to the organisers for their efforts.

If you didn’t attend the event check out the plan on the BZE website, copies are available for purchase at $30. 

Help boost the number of clicks by checking out our new You Tube all about the ZCA project:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_I5iWUchz0
Launch news coverage - please click and share to send a message to editors that this is newsworthy:

http://www.couriermail.com.au/business/carbon-tax-delay-hurts-superannuation-funds/story-e6freqmx-1225941808388 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/grattan-institute-chief-executive-john-daley-tells-meeting-dearer-gas-prices-will-double-power-bills-by-2017/story-e6freoof-1225944762148
http://quest-news.whereilive.com.au/events/story/launching-a-renewable-energy-plan-for-australia-27-oct/ 

Opinion piece by Matthew Wright upon winning Environmentalist of the Year: http://www.abc.net.au/environment/articles/2010/10/27/3049415.htm 

Tell people about the ppt/footage from the launch (being uploaded progressively):

http://beyondzeroemissions.org/zero-carbon-australia-2020-stationary-energy-plan-brisbane-launch-materials
Wind Turbines

By Andrew Nicholson, HOPE Australia (www.hopeaustralia.org.au)
A couple of weeks back I was sitting on a cliff-top in south-eastern England looking out to sea and watching a group of giant wind turbines turning in the salty breeze. A number of such wind farms have   been installed at various locations around the United Kingdom coastline within the last couple of years. I read somewhere recently the claim that the UK now has the largest amount of installed offshore wind energy in the world.  What is certain is that many hundreds of turbines have been installed in UK coastal waters within only the last couple of years.  If nothing else, what this demonstrates is the comparative speed at which climate friendly, alternative technologies can be deployed given the right political will and community support.

When I lived in this part of England back in the mid-1990s there was vague discussion going on about offshore wind turbine technology and its potential to produce non-polluting sources of electricity. But at the time it all seemed fairly remote and fanciful. As if the talk was about some future science fiction scenario.  And yet here I was in 2010 looking out towards the practical achievement of large-scale electricity generation by the wind. Here was the unlikely vision of 15 years before turned into practical reality, and apparently within the space of only a couple of years from drawing board to finish of the project.

My period of English, cliff-top reflection came back to me recently after my return to Australia, and as I was reading two recent pronouncements here on climate change policy and recommended actions. To me they illustrate both the increasingly sophisticated understanding of human induced climate change, but also the challenge involved in implementing effective action on this most complex of environmental problems.  

My first reading was a report in the Weekend Australian newspaper of a government department briefing paper obtained under Freedom of Information procedures. The briefing was said to have been recently delivered to the Federal government. The newspaper article described the briefing paper as summarising the latest scientific findings on climate change and its implications for Australia’s future. The article said that the briefing reiterates the credibility and robustness of the scientific evidence for human induced climate change and makes a number of predictions based on current climatic trends regarding coastal sea level rise, declining rainfall impacts on agriculture and natural ecosystems, and the potential worsening effect of rising temperature on natural disasters such as bushfires. The bottom line of the article is that the briefing points to the high cost of the impacts of unabated human induced climate change in Australia and recommends that the Federal government take strong action. For example in setting a fixed price on carbon (Weekend Australian 2010)

At the state level, in Queensland, a new report just out by the State government’s Queensland Climate Change Centre of Excellence has been published. A summary of the key findings suggests that ‘Queensland is getting hotter, rainfall is expected to decrease, sea levels are expected to continue to rise, and the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events are expected to increase.’ (Queensland Climate Change Centre of Excellence 2010). This report appears to be couched more in information giving terms than in offering strong advice on needed climate change policy. The message, however, on the reality and overall impacts of human induced climate change in Queensland is clear. I would put it in these terms: uncontrolled human-induced climate change  will be  bad for the economy, bad for the human community and the natural world, and will be coming to a location very near to you in the near future unless some urgent, strong and decisive action is taken at all levels of Australian Society.

The two Australian science and policy reports on climate described are just the latest in a long line of documents pointing to the reality of human induced climate change in Australia, and the urgent need to do something about it.  But frankly, what is the chance that these latest additions to the climate change debate here will not go the way of earlier work, and increasingly gather dust in some backroom policy archive?  What will be required to get governments here in Australia at all levels, and the communities that elect them, to start taking climate change research and advice seriously? To act with strong leadership and a positive vision for the future? I almost feel we live in a delusional state here in Australia with regard to the climate change challenge.

To be fair there are many aspects of human psychology, behaviour and culture that act against the ability to take long term, collective, decisions that have a sensible and respectful regard for the environmental limitations that effect all aspects of our continued well-being. For example, certain of these social and psychological factors seem to be at play in explaining some of the ambiguous responses of the Australian public when questioned on climate change issues in recent commissioned poll research. I intend to cover some of these elements of community response in another article. To some extent we are, indeed, up against our own limitations as a species in this regard, but these cultural and psychological challenges can and must be overcome if we are going to hand on a viable planet to the generations who will come after us.

What is well known is the persuasive power of honest, visionary and decisive political leadership. I was born and raised in the UK and I do not believe the British as a culture have possessed any past superior advantage of environmental wisdom, or a national trend towards ecological stewardship. And there is still ambiguity and doubt about human induced climate change in some sectors of the public over there. Nonetheless, the Brits seem to be getting on with the job of doing something serious about human induced climate change now at a regional and national level in a way that Australia currently is not. Is that simply down to more effective political leadership on the environment over there? 

Coming back from that English cliff-top and seeing what can be achieved in the area of alternative energy generation in so short a time has inspired me, but also caused me to ponder about Australia’s future path to environmental maturity and responsibility on human induced climate change. Frankly, when are we going to stop talking and issuing reports, and actually start doing something that meets the democratic expectation of a large number of people living here?

References:

Queensland Climate Change Centre of Excellence 2010, Climate Change in Queensland: What the Science is Telling Us http://www.climatechange.qld.gov.au/whatthescienceistellingus.html
The Weekend Australian, Labour told to act now on climate, 30 October 2010 http://theaustralian.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
Dirtiest bank revealed - Greenpeace
Despite pledging to be carbon neutral by 2009, ANZ is the biggest financer of dirty coal power in Australia. Without the finance provided by ANZ and the other big banks – Commonwealth, NAB and Westpac – it is unlikely that new coal power stations would be built. And with 12 new coal power stations in the pipeline, now is the time to act.

TAKE ACTION: Tell ANZ to clean up its act
Write to ANZ’s CEO and demand that ANZ lives up to its promise to be carbon neutral and commit to not finance new coal power stations in Australia.

By pressuring ANZ to swap coal for clean energy, you are playing a vital role in creating a clean energy future.
Write to your own bank too (Ed).

Some recent stories involving David Suzuki

What's your legacy?  (G magazine)
What kind of legacy do you want to leave behind? G learns some valuable lessons from David Suzuki regarding the use of 'growth' as a measure of our success.  More >
Interview with BREAZE
This You Tube clip of Ballarat climate group (BREAZE – Ballarat Renewable Energy and Zero Emissions) interviewing David Suzuki on his recent trip to Australia has a nice grassroots approach. Mel gets up close and personal with David Suzuki AND gets a strong endorsement for community action and 100% Renewable!

Go Mel!!! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TK3P14oE_ic
Upcoming Events around Brisbane…..

Free screening of 'A Crude Awakening"
November 9, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8pm – Cannon Hill State School, cnr Molloy and Wynnum rds, Cannon Hill. Enter by Molloy Rd gate 

An unforgettable and shocking wake-up call, A CRUDE AWAKENING offers the rock-solid argument that the era of cheap oil is in the past. Relentless and clear-eyed, this intensively-researched film drills deep into the uncomfortable realities of a world that is both addicted to fossil fuels and blissfully unaware of the looming "peak oil" crisis. Drawing on an international cast of maverick energy experts and thinkers, directors Basil Gelpke and Ray McCormack debunk the conventional wisdom that oil production will continue to climb, and instead stare bleakly at a planet facing economic meltdown and conflict over its most valuable resource.

Awakening the Dreamer Symposium (cost $20.00 by donation)

November 14, 2010 from 1pm to 6pm – Sacred Cow Yoga Studio 

Join the Pachamama Alliance facilitators (Judith and Robert Seton) on their Australian tour to explore what our individual role is to contribute to sustainability and equity. This symposium is also an opportunity to recharge your batteries and meet like minded people. Please register at www.awakeningthedreamer.org/component/option,com_events/type,event/task,details/id,1772
Christmas is upon us!

Well, not quite.... but getting closer. What will you stuff in your stockings this year? Lots of stuff? Good stuff? The right stuff? I-have-no-idea-where-it-comes-from stuff?

It's a good time to start preparing for the potentially foreboding season of cheer and goodwill.

Check out our 'Top 10 gift ideas for an Ethical Christmas'. Excuse the shameless promotion.

Or better still at www.buynothingchristmas.org you can checkout their 'buy nothing catalogue' where you can 'come discover what you already have'. 

From Ethical Consumer Group www.ethical.org.au
STOP PRESS - PRCAN’s Green Hints for Christmas is undergoing review.  If you have any great GREEN ideas for special crissy gifts let us know NOW! 
PR CAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2010

	MONTH
	EVENT

	NOVEMBER
	Film Night (Earth: The Movie) + Swap Shop

	DECEMBER
	End of Year Meal and informal review

	JANUARY 2011
	We are now discussing possible events – your contributions are valuable!
Please let us know what kind of events you would like to attend or be involved with.


About Pine Rivers Climate Action Network

"Pine Rivers CAN!" is a Climate Action Network started by a group of concerned local residents who are passionate about taking real and effective action on climate change. 

Pine Rivers CAN is 'acting locally' with residents, schools and businesses, to raise awareness of climate change and create a sustainable future for the world, starting at home. 

Helping residents to live more sustainably is what the network is all about, especially by promoting energy efficiency and supporting renewable green power options, as well as promoting material efficiency through reducing, reusing and recycling. 

We won't be holding formal meetings in 2010 but will be having lots of events and activities.  If you would like to get involved please contact us. We'd love to hear from you!

Contact Kirsten Kennedy by phone 0418 870 060 or (07) 3889 1634 

or email pineriversCAN@gmail.com
or visit our website www.pineriversCAN.org
We encourage you to forward this email to those in your address book who may benefit from our message about more sustainable living.
Please let us know if you wish to be taken off our email list, but be absolutely assured that we appreciate each and every supporter who takes the time to be informed, particularly those who go the extra mile and speak, write and educate.

