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JULY NEWSLETTER – Pine Rivers Climate Action Network
Hi there PR CAN Supporters,
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After an eye opening experience in June visiting farmers affected by coal mining and coal seam gas extraction and exploration on the Darling Downs, I am more convinced than ever that renewable energy is the only way forward for a sustainable future. Queensland in particular needs to pull its snout out of the coal trough and work towards a clean green future. This month sees the release of the much anticipated Zero Carbon Australia Stationary Energy Plan by Beyond Zero Emissions and the University of Melbourne Energy Institute which makes the case for 100% renewable energy by as early as 2020. This no-nonsense road map marks out in concrete terms what is required to achieve baseload renewable energy with existing technology. So power up for a feature issue on renewable energy and why this should be the way forward for a low carbon future.
Enjoy,

Kirsten Kennedy
Co-ordinator, Pine Rivers CAN

Renewable is Do-able!

Sustainable is Attainable!

In this issue…

· Sustainable Shopping Tours 

· Solar Hot Water Info Night
· National Tree Day coming up 

· SPECIAL FEATURE ON COAL vs RENEWABLES 
· Upcoming Events Around Brisbane
· Pine Rivers CAN Calendar of Events for 2010, and more...

WALK AGAINST WARMING – SUNDAY 15 AUGUST – 
QUEENS PARK, BRISBANE  11AM SHOW YOU CARE ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE!!!
Green Street News
The Samford Valley Green Street Schools Challenge is now up and running! Four schools are in the race to see how many households can sign up for to the Green Street website www.greenstreet.net.au. The website is a great online tool to help reduce your carbon footprint and connect with others in the community to share your sustainability stories. Have you signed on yet? Be sure to join or create a group in your area so that you can create truly “green streets” in your neighbourhood. 
Sustainable Shopping Tours – Last chance to book for July!

Walk the aisles of the Samford Super IGA to learn about ethical and environmentally sustainable choices when it comes to the weekly grocery shop. 

Which products and brands are the better choice when it comes to food miles, packaging, Australian or foreign ownership, organically grown, genetically modified ingredients, or the track record of the parent company? 

Learn all this and more at the brand new Sustainable Shopping Tours – this June and July in Samford. Contact Kirsten at Pine Rivers CAN to register your interest in the following dates:

July: Sunday 12 noon , 25 July

Limited spaces – don’t miss out! Small groups only – 10 people maximum per group.

Bookings essential.

Tour Cost: $10 per person, with $1 discount per person for each additional person that books and attends with you. The cost includes a copy of the Ethical Shopping Guide (valued at $6). Please make payment on the day. 

Venue: Samford Super IGA, meet at front entrance 10 mins prior to tour start time.

Bring: small notebook/notepaper, pen.

Solar Hot Water – What are your options?
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Pine Rivers CAN is holding a Solar Hot Water Information Evening from 6-8pm on  Friday 23rd July at the Lawnton Community Centre, corner Ellis St & Todds Rd, Lawnton. Come and hear why solar hot water is the best environmental choice. A range of solar hot water retailers will feature a range of solar hot water options and be able to advise the best system for you.

Flat plate collector? Evacuated tube? Gas/electric boosted? Solar heat pump? So many choices. Come and find out what it is all about and what government rebates may make your switch to solar hot water even easier.

RSVP appreciated to Kirsten via email pineriversCAN@gmail.com or by phone 07 3889 1634 or 0418 870 060.
Climate change action to create 3m clean energy jobs 

The CSIRO has just released a report detailing the potential Australia has to tackle climate change and create millions of jobs in the process. Read more...
Odd Spot…

NEWS: DARWIN TOPS SUSTAINABLE CITIES INDEX
Darwin and Brisbane have beaten other capitals, but no Australian city has done well in the Australian Conservation Foundation’s first sustainable cities ranking. 
More >
National Tree Day – Sunday 1 August
National Tree Day is a "call to action" for all Australians to put their hands in the earth and give back to their community. Each year, about 300,000 people volunteer their time to engage in environmental activities that educate individuals about the world around them. It's a day to venture outdoors and get to know your community, and most importantly, to have fun!

To help do your bit, register your name on the National Tree Day website http://treeday.planetark.org/ 
Does anyone from Pine Rivers CAN want to nominate an area and co-ordinate some tree planting this year? Talk to your friends and neighbours and see what you come up with! It can be a public place in consultation with local council, or just your own property. Every tree makes a difference! Plant one a month till August and improve your Green Street Score!

***SPECIAL FEATURE ON RENEWABLE ENERGY VS COAL ***

Plans for 100% Renewable Energy

We know that renewable energy can provide six times more power than the world's current energy needs entirely from natural energy - the sun, the wind and waves. But what are the ins- and-outs of this? How do we go about making the switch from outdated polluting energy to the clean energy of today and the future?

Great resources to find out how we can achieve this vision for Australia include:
· Zero Carbon Australia 2020 (ZCA), an initiative of Beyond Zero Emissions. The plan outlines a blueprint for the transition to a decarbonised Australian economy by 2020.

· Greenpeace's Energy [R]evolution, which presents a roadmap for changing how we power Australia using a combination of energy efficiency, structural changes to how we produce, distribute and use energy, and transport.

· Sustainable Energy Policy for Australia by Professor Mark Diesendorf of the University of NSW, which shows how an ecologically sustainable and healthy energy system, based on efficient energy use and renewable energy sources, is now technologically and economically feasible for Australia.

Pine Rivers CAN members have shown their support for renewable energy through our Solar Neighbourhood Project. Take the next step and find out how Australia can have a clean green future with renewable energy!
Video of the Parliamentary launch of the Zero Carbon Australia Stationary Energy Plan   … go to http://vimeo.com/13173432 for an excellent summary of the report.
It features…
**Senator Christine Milne, Greens Tasmania

**Senator Judith Troeth, Liberal Victoria

**Senator Nick Xenaphon, Independent SA

**Tom Long, Actor

**Professor Mike Sandiford, University of Melbourne Energy Institute
**Matthew Wright, Beyond Zero Emissions Executive Director
Coal Seam Gas – a long way from clean and green

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxv8MqxWDAw&feature=related
 

The case against Coal Seam Gas Mining needs to be made directly to the state government. CSG extraction is NOT the clean green industry that has been widely publicised. It WILL put our environment, community and livelihoods at risk. This industry has permission under the petroleum act to extract unlimited quantities of ground water. This water extracted contains large quantities of salt, under production up to 2,000,000 tonnes of salt per annum will threaten the very existence of the Murray Darling River System.

Extracting this quantity of water from the Great Artesian Basin has irreversible consequences, let alone the issues of Coal Seam Gas impeding on local water supplies.

This documentary trailer gives a glimpse of the potential environmental, and community concerns. To voice your concerns, the appropriate contact addresses for relevant ministers and politicians are at the end of the trailer.

The WA Government is about to make a terrible mistake by approving three new coal-fired power stations

Western Australia urgently needs your help to stop it by signing our new online petition at www.nonewcoalwa.com.au 

Last month, the EPA issued some truly alarming advice to the (WA state) Barnett Government. They revealed that Western Australia’s carbon pollution is set to skyrocket by around 75% in the next few years! One of the big drivers are three new dirty coal fired power stations proposed for WA. 

The (WA) Conservation Council has appealed against these reckless developments; however environmentalists fear that the Minister for the Environment will override community concerns and allow the new coal fire power stations to be built. 

Western Australians urgently need you to sign this online petition telling them you want renewable energy not polluting coal fired power stations.  www.nonewcoalwa.com.au .

Western Australia has some of the best renewable energy resources in the world – the last thing we need is dirty coal fired power stations that will lock us into increasing energy bills and spiralling carbon pollution. Worst of all, the Minister is considering allowing the power stations to do almost nothing to reduce their carbon pollution for over a decade from their start-up date. 

Sign the petition to the WA Premier and the Minister for the Environment, Hon. Donna Faragher here: www.nonewcoalwa.com.au .

A Price on Carbon – why Australia needs to act
Australian industry has been factoring in for years that there will eventually be a price on carbon. Most industry players want an end to policy uncertainty. Industry fought hard over the carbon pollution reduction scheme, but just like with the mining tax, the fight is over the rules and over who pays how much, not over the need for reform itself.

Amid the wrangling with business, the government failed to explain its scheme to the public, but made ever more concessions to emitters. NGOs, think tanks and universities also missed the mark, spending most of their effort arguing over nuances rather than explaining fundamentals. Add to that the fact that both major parties used climate policy as a political wedge, and it is easy to see why public support for the scheme evaporated.

The next government has the chance to cut through the confusion and complexity of the scheme, and make a start with a simpler way of pricing carbon. There are several ways of doing this, including charging a carbon tax to large emitters, or at the point of production or import of coal, gas and oil. And there is a middle way between the carbon pollution reduction scheme and a carbon tax. It is to use the basic building blocks of the emissions trading system, but bring it online with a predetermined (and rising) carbon price. ''Fixed-price emissions trading'' along these lines was proposed by Ross Garnaut as a viable second-best option, and it is now supported by the Greens. It gives certainty about carbon prices in the near term, and allows shifting to a fully market-based system down the track, without the need to then begin a completely new system. And it could be implemented quickly.

The next government will also have the chance to revisit industry assistance, and to allocate more of the revenue to consumers rather than shareholders - which would be in line with Gillard's emphasis on fairness and economic opportunity for all.

If the Coalition wins the election, then carbon pricing is ostensibly off the agenda. But despite the ''great new tax on everything'' rhetoric, it is a fair guess that a Coalition government would not be able to escape the logic of carbon pricing for long. It is worth remembering that the Howard government supported emissions trading during its last year in office.

Both major parties have endorsed a 5 per cent cut in emissions from 2000 to 2020, with the possibility of cuts up to 25 per cent. The emissions targets other countries have put on the table at Copenhagen imply Australia should move to a target of around 15 per cent, according to the government's criteria submitted to the international community. Achieving those kinds of reductions will mean a bigger effort than many people think, because Australia's economic and population growth means the underlying carbon trend is up.

A range of policies will be needed to turn around Australia's emissions trajectory, including support for the development of clean energy and the deployment of renewables, standards for energy efficiency, research and regulation to retain more carbon in forests and soils, and investment in cutting emissions in developing countries such as Indonesia.

But carbon pricing is the central plank of any viable strategy to cut carbon throughout the economy and to do it without unnecessary cost. Consensus on that is all but inevitable. But it will take some political will.

Excerpt from an article entitled “Climate action an issue that will not fade - Carbon pricing is central to any national strategy to cut emissions” by Frank Jotzo, Sydney Morning Herald, July 8, 2010.  http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/politics/climate-action-an-issue-that-will-not-fade-20100707-100jg.html 

Do you love the Northey Street City Farm Farmers’ Markets?

 Well the markets are about to expand to support a range of social enterprises.

The Village Life project centres around a colourful and vibrant cultural precinct that will provide a space for artisans, crafts-people, healers, visual and performing artists and other creative folk to sell their wares and spruik their services. 

Village Life will be opening with a bang on Sunday 25 July from 9am. There’ll be music, roaming performers, food and more. Come along and join the party! A flier is attached with full details or visit www.nscf.org.au/?p=867 .

If you have a special skill or hand-made product you’d like to showcase at the market place there are still several stalls available and they’re free for the first three months. To find out more email socialenterprise@nscf.org.au .

RE-USE AND RECYCLE – GIVE YOUR THINGS A NEW HOME AND SOMEONE IN THE COMMUNITY A HELPING HAND…

GIVIT is an online donation portal designed to connect you directly to people in need. They request quality goods and pro-bono services for members of the community who are marginalised, vulnerable and disadvantaged. 

GIVIT (a not-for-profit organisation) has a close relationship with 70 Queensland charities, foundations and non government organisations such as housing providers, crisis accommodation facilities, community mental health agencies and groups that provide services to underprivileged people in Queensland. 

They have asked charities and organisations working with people in need to identify any item, goods or services that they are currently unable to provide - and ask you to donate it! 

Established in 2009, GIVIT was motivated by a desire to directly support victims of domestic violence, children in care, homeless children and foster families. GIVIT is not affiliated with any religious group or organisation and is managed by volunteers.

Their purpose is to connect our community with what is needed by our community. They specialise in "targeted giving" - ensuring no one slips through the gaps.

How can you GIVIT?  Go to http://www.givit.org.au/ to see how you can help the planet and others in your community by re-using and recycling. Register now to receive the weekly GIVIT list.

Upcoming Events Around Brisbane…

Fiona O'Sullivan invites you to 'Awakening the Dreamer - The Symposium' 
Come and be inspired to discover a deeper perspective and uncover the power of being the change within community. 

Time: August 8, 2010 from 10am to 5pm
Location: The Brookfield Centre, 139 Brookfield Road, Kenmore
Organized By: Carol Shantal

Event Description:  A day long workshop which explores what it means to be alive today and to be a part of the sustainability movement which is growing and spreading across the globe.

See more details and RSVP on Brisbane Transition Hub:

http://brisbanetransitionhub.ning.com/events/event/show?id=2879470%3AEvent%3A12443&xgi=1SDIDLs76FENbo&xg_source=msg_invite_event
Australia Pacific Earth Charter +10 Festival
Brisbane 16 - 18 September 2010
Come and join in a collaborative and celebratory spirit for 
building and living sustainable communities in the face of global challenges
For registration visit:
www.earthcharter.org.au
Back yard gardening workshop - Making the most of small spaces
Discover how much is possible in a small space and explore the options of gardening without a garden.

Where:  Caboolture Regional Environmental Education Centre (CREEC)

150 Rowley Road Burpengary

When:   10am Saturday July 24th

Cost: Gold coin for non-members

Contact Caboolture Seed Savers for more information. Michael Lawson on (07) 3393 5359 cabooltureseedsavers@gmail.com . Find out more about the Seedsavers Network online at http://www.seedsavers.net/ 

The 2010 Federal election is just around the corner … 
 

Would you like assistance for your local network or community group to get the message across for improved policies on pollution, climate change and protecting our natural wonders?
 

Here in Brisbane, ACF is partnering with GetUp!, Union Climate Connectors, and local environment groups to offer just such an opportunity with a weekend training workshop to help spread the word that more needs to be done!
 

Who should attend?  
Any community group advocates who wish to enhance skills in getting your message across on the need for action on climate change, sustainable living and protecting our natural environment.
 

If two to four members of your group can attend, that provides the additional advantage of focusing the training outcomes on your specific issues and constituency.
 

Yes, I want to attend the training
 

For the first time, our training weekend will bring to Brisbane successful strategies and techniques employed by progressive forces in the 2008 US election – an election that saw millions of volunteers take issues like climate change and clean energy to their neighbours and friends. 

And, at what better time. Right now, we're hearing lots of sound bites but little concrete action to reduce pollution and act on climate change.

This training has been adapted and updated for Australians, and it has already been rolled out with a big impact in places like Geelong, Perth and Canberra. Now we’re coming to Brisbane!
Where: Kenmore Hills
When:  Sat/Sun, 31 July & 1 August
Cost:    $30 (to cover costs, includes lunch)
Yes, I want to attend the training
 

Join us working together to make sure climate change is high on the agenda in this year’s election. 

Spaces are limited - don't miss out!

Click here to read the draft agenda and apply 

We’ll work together to ensure our leaders get serious on climate change, sustainability and restoring a healthy environment.

Hope to see you there,
Ed, for the ACF team 

PS - Can't make the workshop? ACF is looking for volunteers for our Brisbane campaign. If you or someone you know is interested, just email us to register your interest.
Green Loans scheme to be replaced by Green Start from January 2011

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/media/whats-new/green-loans.aspx 

On 8 July 2010, the Minister for Climate Change, Energy Efficiency, and Water, Senator Penny Wong released three separate reports into the Government’s Green Loans program.  

The Minister also announced that the Green Loans program would transition into a new Green Start program.  

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/en/minister/wong/2010/media-releases/July/mr20100708.aspx 

The Green Loans program will be phased out in the coming months and will transition to a new Green Start program. More details to follow on Green Start. http://www.climatechange.gov.au/en/minister/wong/2010/media-releases/July/mr20100708.aspx  

PR CAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2010

	MONTH
	EVENT

	JULY
	Sustainable Shopping Tours – Sundays in July 11, 18, 25 - BOOK NOW!
Solar Hot Water Info Night Friday 23 July Lawnton Community Centre 6-8pm

Sewing bee for shopping bags

	AUGUST
	Walk Against Warming, Brisbane City – join us – Sun 15 August

Eco Bag Campaign Samford Village

Stall at the Lowlands Festival at Osprey House Sunday 29 August

	SEPTEMBER
	Film: One Man, One Cow, One Planet +  Discussion Panel

	OCTOBER
	Launch Green Xmas Campaign and 

Power of Community Film Night with Guest Speakers

	NOVEMBER
	Film Night (Earth: The Movie) + Swap Shop

	DECEMBER
	End of Year Meal and informal review


About Pine Rivers Climate Action Network

"Pine Rivers CAN!" is a Climate Action Network started by a group of concerned local residents who are passionate about taking real and effective action on climate change. 

Pine Rivers CAN is 'acting locally' with residents, schools and businesses, to raise awareness of climate change and create a sustainable future for the world, starting at home. 

Helping residents to live more sustainably is what the network is all about, especially by promoting energy efficiency and supporting renewable green power options, as well as promoting material efficiency through reducing, reusing and recycling. 

We won't be holding formal meetings in 2010 but will be having lots of events and activities.  If you would like to get involved please contact us. We'd love to hear from you!
Contact Kirsten Kennedy by phone 0418 870 060 or (07) 3889 1634 

or email pineriversCAN@gmail.com
or visit our website www.pineriversCAN.org
We encourage you to forward this email to those in your address book who may benefit from our message about more sustainable living.
Do we have your current email address?





Receive our newsletter by email and reduce paper waste!





Email us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:pineriversCAN@gmail.com" ��pineriversCAN@gmail.com� to become a supporter.








