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he candldates forthe seat of oickson
have had thelr environmental
credentials scrutinised by Samford

that the Federal Goverrment should help
revegetate farms and government owned
land aid give more su pport for commun ity
based environ mental grouFs,

His suggestion to remove the cST irom
public transpod recelved musing applause.

Wh le [,1r Nielsen's environmenta] views
were given approva by around three-
quarters of the audience, the policies ot
his ie low Dckson candidates rece ved a
compa|atively lukewarm response.

Both lv,lr Dutton and t\,4s McNamaras
approva rcting peaked at around 50 per

Mr Dutton focused h s atention on the
governments preference for nternauonal
agrcements nstead of the uniied
N€tion's Kyoto Protoco for reducingglobal
emissons, addingthat any climate change
soluUons should not be detrimenialio the

Ms McNamara €laimed the Howard
Government were largely environmenta
sceptlcs and said the ALP would offer
nationa I leadership on the issue ofc imate

She said Labor would deliver financial
incentives to make househods
environnrentally fiendly and added that
a mandatory renewable ener$/ target
wou d be released by the party before next

Theaudience raungs sugg€sted 
^4s 

Neitl
strutlgled to convince the gathering that
the DemocraG were "at the forefront of

residents in the lead{p to next month's
federal election with the local creens
membergiven the green thumbs !p.

Dickson incumbent Peter Dutton (Liberal
Paty) and challengers Fiona McNamara
(Labof) and Howad Nielsen (creen)
addressed a gatherlng of around 70
people atthe Samfod Farmers Hall on 13

Australian Democrats Senate cand date
Sharcn Nell spoke on behaf of absenr
Dickson cand idate Peter Kerin at the forum,
organised by the Australian Conservation
Foundation and the Plne Rive6 Clirnate

Locals at the forum were asked to rate
the candidates across ive key areas of
climate change po i€y, with l,lr Nielsen
given the most favourable reception.

The Wights lvlountain resident urged
'global action on a neighbourhood by
neighbourhood basis" in the battle against
globalwarming, while looking atthe social
and environmental aspects, rather than
justthe econom c impacts on politics.

"L:st time I looked we were a irst world
country Im askingAustra ia to act like a
responsible n|st world country," he sa d.

[4r N]elsens ldeas to maintain the
longevity of local bushlands and water
sources were well supported, stating

Green thumbs up
for local candidate

Dlckon ctndldates Potsr Dutton (Llberab), Howard Nlo|s€n (cr6om), Flona Mc amara
(l.tor) and Snaron elll (DcmocraE), wlth Ptno Rtvers CAtt's Robecca Stowo, had theh
onvlronmcntEl pollcle3 put und€rihe mlcrGcope.t a.€ccnt Dubttc forum tn Sadord.

environmenta issues, despite her party,
llke the Greens, being "unashamedly pro-
renewable energ/" and supporting a toral
ban on nuclearener$/.

The climate changeforum, mode€ted by
The westerner editor David Paterson, atso
featurcd guestspeaker Don Henry,frcmthe
Austfa ian Conservation Foundation, and
free tree giveaways courtesy of Pine Rivers
counc llor Bob Millar and the Kumbaricho

Mr Henry sald it was vitat that the
ALrstrallan Governnrentto "takea leadershlp
rcle in tackling grobat ctimate change.

'lt is importantforAustralia to bea strong
internauonal leadelship voice on climate
cnange to reduce greenhouse emisslons,"

"We still have the opponLrnity to get on
top of the (climate change) issue, but our

"We need to get invotved and make a
differencesoon,

The forum preceded the re ease of a
national env ronmental repott card by the
ACF, which found both the major parties
were failing in their policles for €timate
change, water and sustainabte ttving.

The Libera -Nationa I Coa lition received a
scofe ot 21 out of 1OO, while Labor iared
mafkedly bettef with 49.

The Greens and the Democrats both
achieved scores above 90, while Family


