Good afternoon everybody, welcome and thank you for coming to the first event of the newly formed Pine Rivers Climate Action Network. Thanks also to Australian Conservation Foundation with whom we are co-hosting this event and their wonderful support, especially Anna Keenan, in the lead up. Also Don Henry, we appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedule to be here today. And of course thank you to all the candidates, also being kept busy in this ‘pre-election campaign’ campaign.  Thanks also to Bob Millar, for the donation of the free trees here today.

Pine Rivers Climate Action Network was recently formed after a community forum organised by the Australian Conservation Foundation for the Pine Rivers area.  We are essentially a group of local residents concerned about climate change and its impact on this very beautiful region, Australia, and our planet.

Our aim is to raise awareness of the issues surrounding climate change amongst our community through local residents, schools and business. We seek to promote sustainable living through renewable energy and energy and material efficiency.  We encourage those in the network to start at home by creating a checklist for change- that might include things like

· reducing water consumption

· switching to green power

· Reducing car travel and using more public transport

· And installing insulation in the home

In addition, we are hoping to make our voice heard, through forums like today, and hopefully at some great local events in the near future.

Importantly, we need our pollies to listen and to act now in the interest of future generations. We need to limit climate change to 2’ above pre-industrial levels.  Above that, scientists tell us that climate change will become dangerous and could spiral out of control.  For Australia, a 2-3’ increase has been predicted to further bleach the barrier reef, reduce native pasture growth, increase tropical cyclone wind speeds and storm surges and increase bushfire frequency and intensity in many parts of the country.

We will be able to see these impacts locally as well. Who here hasn’t taken a trip up to Mt Glorious on a hot summer day, walked deep into the rainforest, and marvelled at the ancient trees whilst enjoying the cool, dark air. With increased drying, this rainforest would become more susceptible to bushfire, damaging the rainforest ecosystem.

And, as for an increase in storm surges, I think those who live in Highvale and Closeburn will tell you, storms are damaging and costly and don’t always deliver the much needed rainfall. We are currently looking toward to Level 6 water restrictions across much of the south east and a trip to Lake Samsonvale paints a grim picture.  It is now a long way from the picnic area to the waters edge.

On the positive, there is much we can all do, plenty of resources on the web, in the library and from your local government.  Pine Rivers Climate Action Network hopes to support those who want to make changes and who want to have their voice heard and hopefully have fun along the way. Thanks again for coming and showing the candidates that this is a community that cares about climate change and the future.

